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	INSTRUCTIONS.

Design and implement solutions and provide documentation, included application, for the business requirement as specified in the attached sheet.
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Note:  This grade is provisional until agreed by the Field Examination Board.

Work received after the date shown will not be marked and you will receive a fail grade for the module.  The University will not accept responsibility for non-receipt of work unless the work has been returned by Recorded Delivery and proof of postage can be produced.

Please Note: Work presented in an assessment must be the student’s own. Plagiarism is where a student copies work from another source, published or unpublished (including the work of a fellow student) and fails to acknowledge the influence of another’s work or to attribute quotes to the author. Plagiarism is an academic offence.

I confirm this is my own work

Student’s Signature ………………………….………………..
Tutor’s Grade



Tutor’s signature ……………………………………………….





2nd Marker’s signature





(where appropriate)     ………………………………………...
Note:
This grade is provisional until agreed by the Field Examination Board

All assignments must be handed in by 12.00 Noon to the Tower block 1st Floor Computing Administration Office.  Assignments may be handed in before the given deadline 
Computer Hardware– Assignment 2
Assignment Deliverables

Your final report should be well organised and handed to your lecturer by the deadline. 

The report that you are required to produce should include the following elements:

· An introduction which outlines the scope of the report.
· A summary of the requirements to implement your proposed upgrade.

· Discussion of the main points raised in the scenario

· Diagrams/images to aid your explanations as appropriate.

Objectives
The following objectives are covered in this assignment:

· Identify field-replicable modules

· Identify the names purpose and performance characteristics of common peripherals.

· Recognise common problems associated with each module and their symptoms.

· Identify the functions of an operating system.
Scenario

You have been asked by a friend who owns a local printing company to advise him on the components that can be easily upgraded on the current PCs that he is using. As he has a limited knowledge of computing he has asked you to explain the characteristics and purpose of the components that you have identified as being commonly upgraded.
Task

Produce a report for your friend that identifies components of a computer system that are commonly upgraded. This report should cover the following areas.
· The field-replicable modules such as the CPU that can be upgraded.  

· An explanation of the characteristics of the modules that you have highlighted as being upgradeable. This should included the type of connectors used speed and function of each module.

· The characteristics of common peripherals such as printers and monitors.
· Identify the major components of an operating system and explain their functions. Explain why you would upgrade an operating system. 

· Explain common problems which lead to the upgrading or replacement of components and peripherals.

Advice

· Plagiarism will be heavily penalised and in severe cases may result in a G grade.

· Start immediately.  Study the task and the marking criteria - these will give you guidance!

· Plan your time.  Use the University facilities early to avoid the inevitable congestion later in the term.

· Give yourself time to produce an integrated, well-structured set of products.

Assignment – Upgrading hardware and software 
Student’s  name: _____________________________

	Task
	F/E
	D
	C
	B
	A

	Identify field-replicable modules


	Some coverage of the issues with clear omissions.
	Has identified some of the major component that can be upgraded.
	Has identified the major component that can be upgraded
	Has identified the components that are commonly upgraded.
	Thorough coverage of the components that can be upgraded.

	Identify the names purpose and performance characteristics of common peripherals.


	Some coverage of the issues with clear omissions.
	Has attempted to identify the performance characteristics of common peripherals 
	Has identified the performance characteristics of common peripherals
	Has produced a detailed description of the characteristics of common peripherals
	Thorough coverage of characteristics of common peripherals

	Identify the functions of an operating system


	Some coverage of the issues with clear omissions.
	Has identified some of the functions of an operating system
	Has identified the major functions of an operating system.
	Provided a detailed description of the functions of an operating system
	Shown a thorough understanding of the functions of an operating system

	Recognise common problems associated with each module and their symptoms
	Some coverage of the issues with clear omissions.
	Has attempted to identify common problems and their associated symptoms
	Has identified the majority of common problems and attempted to describe the symptoms that these faults exhibit
	Provided a cohesive description of faults and their symptoms.
	Thorough coverage of common problems and their associated symptoms
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